Profiles of respite use.
Profiles of long-term respite use are reported for a diverse sample of 4,369 families from seven states who participated in the Alzheimer's Disease Demonstration Grant to States program. Data from service records spanning a period of seven years were analyzed using hierarchical linear modeling techniques. Respite use was examined in both day care and in-home settings using three different measures of use. Client characteristics related to use include the caregiver's gender and relationship to the elder, and the ethnicity, income, functional level, and problem behaviors of the elder. Provider characteristics linked with different patterns of use include level of service, fee structure, and level of capitation. Implications for service delivery are discussed.